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Philadelphia 
November 25, 1872 


Hon. George S. Boutwell 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir, 

The redemption of the base coinage, under the Act of March 3rd 1871, has been so large that 
the demand now for three and five cent nickel pieces has greatly increased, and our full force is 
necessary to meet this want of the public. Heretofore, in the manufacture of the three and five cent 
nickel-copper coin, we used, in part, the old nickel-copper cents, redeemed previous to the Act of 
March 3rd 1871. That source of supply is now exhausted, and, as we have a large amount of the 
copper-nickel cents on hand, redeemed under the Act of March 3rd 1871, which cannot be re-issued, 
and as its use would promote the interest of the government and furnish us with a large proportion 
of the copper and nickel necessary in the manufacture of the three and five cent nickel-copper pieces, 
I would respectfully suggest that the Treasurer of the Mint be authorized on my warrant or order, to 
deliver to the Melter and Refiner, in tale, so many of the one cent copper-nickel coin as may be 
required for such purposes, the value of the same to be repaid to the Treasury of the United States on 
my warrant out of the profits of the base coinage. This will obviate the necessity of purchasing a large 
quantity of copper and nickel, and also enables the Mint fully to reimburse the government the 
amount of redeemed coin so used. 

The re-melting, or use in the manner, will empty our vaults and generally benefit the 
Government and people. 

Your early consent to this proposal to use the one cent copper-nickel coin, is respectfully 
requested, as we now require them for melting, or must go into the market and purchase new 
material. 


Very truly yours, 
James Pollock 
Director 


